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This book explores the intersections between trauma, gender, and ecology in 

transformations that characterize post-communist contexts. Through close 
readings of prose, poetry, and other literary forms, it investigates how narratives 
from Russia, Poland, and Croatia address the legacies of violence, displacement, 
and environmental deterioration. Drawing on insights from trauma studies, 
gender theory, and ecocriticism, the volume shows how Slavic authors rethink 
identity, memory, and the relationship between humans and the natural world 
in the face of ongoing socio-political crises and ecological instability. By fore-
grounding marginalized voices and multiple narrative strategies, the study 
underscores the literature’s capacity to confront both individual and collective 
wounds while questioning dominant historical and environmental discourses.

Building on this framework, the volume further explores how contemporary 
Slavic writers reveal the entanglement of post-traumatic experience, gendered 
embodiment, and ecological crisis within the literary imagination. Across a 
range of narrative forms, authors from various post-communist regions of 

-
inence to vulnerable bodies – human and non-human – shaped by systemic 
oppression and environmental decline. These works often articulate trauma 
through gendered perspectives, situating memory within domestic, rural, and 
post-industrial landscapes marked by decay or unexpected resilience. Ecological 
motifs frequently serve as symbols and extensions of psychic distress, exposing 
the parallels between degraded environments and fractured identities.

The volume emerging from this project was developed within a PRIN, an 
Italian national competitive research grant titled From Post-Trauma to Ecology: 
Contemporary Gender Narratives in Slavic Cultural Texts. It brings together the 

University of Rome Tor Vergata, University of Salento, University of Padua, 
University of Turin, and the University of Bologna. They analyse how these 
literatures depict the pressures that political violence and environmental 
degradation exert on communities, bodies, and everyday life. In doing so, the 
study highlights the transformative potential of Slavic literatures to engage 
with intertwined personal and environmental vulnerabilities.


